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Packaging & Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) 

 

AIJN – the European association representing fruit juice and nectar manufacturers and bottles –

supports a €19.2 billion market that produces 6.8 billion litres of 100% juices and nectars annually. 

Since 1962, AIJN has promoted safe, high-quality, and sustainable fruit juice production. 

Packaging is essential for fruit juices and nectars. Because these products are microbiologically 

sensitive as fruits are their only or main ingredient, and because they cannot contain 

preservatives, packaging is the only barrier that protects them from spoilage and ensures 

their safety, quality, and availability to consumers across Europe. 

 

AIJN welcomes the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) as a major 

opportunity to build a more circular, sustainable, and competitive European economy. To 

make the regulation effective and workable for businesses and consumers, the sector highlights 

the following key priorities: 

 

1. Predictable and transparent implementation 

Businesses need clarity and time to adapt to new rules. AIJN calls for a clear timeline and prompt 

publication of secondary legislation — such as delegated acts and guidelines — to allow 

companies to invest and plan effectively. 

 

2. Harmonised rules across the EU 

The success of the PPWR depends on consistent application across Member States. 

Diverging national measures would fragment the Single Market and create unfair competition 

between operators. AIJN urges the European Commission to ensure uniform interpretation and 

implementation through clear guidance to all Member States. 

 

3. Adapted reuse requirements 

While AIJN supports reuse where feasible, it is not always possible for perishable products 

such as fruit juice, where options are more limited compared to other non-alcoholic 

beverages. For further information on this topic, please contact AIJN. Reuse targets for transport 
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packaging also require clear definitions to ensure they are practical and proportionate, taking into 

account the diverse range and use of transport packaging solutions. A one-size fits all approach 

is not suitable. 

 

4. Clear rules on the restrictions of grouped packaging in Annex V 

Annex V foresees to ban certain single-use plastic grouped packaging when used as convenience 

packaging to enable consumers to purchase more than one product. Clarity on the scope of this 

restriction and the impacted packaging is absolutely needed. 

 

5. Recycled content and recycling technologies 

The future targets to increase the use and presence of recycled plastic content are welcome, 

though to ensure their effective uptake, future rules on their calculation must be clear and 

based on science, stakeholder input, and market realities. Support for a strong market of food-

grade recycled materials is also essential. 

 

6. Design for Recycling guidelines 

Future design-for-recycling and labelling rules should be harmonised, practical, and developed in 

close consultation with industry. They must balance environmental goals with food safety, product 

protection, and technical feasibility. 

 

7. Labelling requirements: 

Finally, PPWR introduces multiple new labels on bottles. To allow for their successful development 

and implementation, industry consultation is also necessary so that they are workable for industry 

and clear for consumers.  

 

Conclusion 

The PPWR can make Europe’s packaging system more circular and sustainable — but its success 

depends on clarity, harmonisation, and collaboration. 

AIJN and the fruit juice sector are ready to work with EU institutions and partners to ensure that 

environmental progress goes hand in hand with food safety, quality, and economic viability.  

 

 


